
Appendix 2 
(Colemore and Priors Dean Parish Meeting) 

 

 

The Parish do not oppose equestrianism in the Park and did not object to the change 
of use of this field.  We do object to inappropriate building development 
detrimental to the landscape. 
 

 Park Policy SD24 requires “high quality design” , further emphasised in 
SD4.1b and SD5.1. - “Sensitive and high quality design that makes a positive 
contribution”. However the Report doesn’t address the design of the 
development or its design merits - if any!  Offering to work with the applicant 
once permission is granted to try to secure inoffensive materials is completely 
insufficient.   

  SD4.1 “Development proposals will only be permitted where they conserve 
and enhance landscape character.” The Report references a screening hedge 
hiding the development and more to be conditioned. (P6.2 and P10.6). Parish 
experience shows reliance on hedges is misplaced.  Screening hedges require 
proper maintenance. Hedge conditions are only enforceable for 5 years; 
relying on public reporting infringements. Thereafter there is no protection. 
The Policy is “conserve and enhance”, not just hope to hide detriment. 

 The Report (P10.6) suggests asking for a boundary treatment plan with details 
of new hedging.  What hedge, where?  The committee is being asked for a 
blank cheque. 

 The Report acknowledges the importance of “scale and use compatible with 
the landscape”, (scale cited in SD4.1b and SD24.1a), but gives incorrect 
dimensions (P2.2and P6.2).  Correct dimensions are in Appendix 2 (P12, P13).  
The Report refers repeatedly to the development as  “modest”, but at a 
footprint of 123.84 square metres (51.84 being buildings), it is on the same 
scale as a bungalow. 

 SD24.1d requires stables to “respect the amenities and activities of 
surrounding properties and users”. The Report states the impact on 
neighbouring properties is assessed as “insignificant”; “the site has previously 
been used for agricultural purposes” (P7.3).  No evidence is cited how an 
active stable yard with all the associated noise, smells, activity and invasion of 
privacy, 20m from Goleigh Cottages ( just a few metres from their garden) can 
possibly be equivalent to grazing. 

 The safety of unsupervised horses locked in stables is of concern.  Defra’s 
rules require a swiftly-enforceable fire response.  Local lanes are not priority 
salt routes and are regularly impassable in winter.  How many problems will 
have to occur before it becomes obvious stabled horses are unsafe without 
someone living on-site? 

 Two applications have been made for isolated stables in this Parish under two 
miles away. Both were refused as inappropriate development. Both went to 
Appeal and were dismissed as inappropriate and against Park policy, 
especially on tranquillity. 

 
The Report correctly identifies the Park Plan supports equestrian development 
subject to various criteria. Those criteria are not met. Therefore the application 
must fail. 


